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Name Change & Official  

Army Personnel Records 
 

 
Can I Change My Name? 

 

 Most likely, so long as you have a good reason for it.  This generally means that your change of name can’t 

interfere with the rights of others, and it can’t be for a wrongful or fraudulent purpose.  So, for instance, all states 

allow an ex-wife to resume her maiden name after a divorce, and many states would allow a citizen to change his 

name to “Ochocinco” or “Metta World Peace” simply because he thought it better reflected his character.    

 

In some states, though, there are other limitations.  North Carolina, for instance, won’t let you change your 

name outside of a divorce more than once, and the state requires that you prove your good character, so it knows 

that you’re not seeking a name change to avoid the law.  Check with an attorney about your state’s law. 

 

How do I Change My Name? 

 

 The best practice – and the practice required in most states – is to file a Petition for a Name Change in your 

local court.  The court will likely publish your intention to change your name so everyone has the opportunity to 

object (this is for creditors and the police and others who you might owe).  After a short waiting period, the court 

will officially change your name by notifying the correct state records office. 

 

Some states, however, allow you to change your name without going to court.  You’ll want to ask an 

attorney about what your state requires before you do this, though. 

 

Note that even after a name change with your state you’ll still need to change your name with the Social 

Security Administration, with the Army, and possibly with other people or agencies that have your name on record.  

You’ll also want to confirm that your vital records – e.g. your birth certificate, passport – reflect the name change.  

There’s more information on the back of this sheet. 

 

What if I’m Getting a Divorce? 

 

 In every state, you can resume your maiden name after a divorce.  The process is normally simpler than the 

ordinary name change because it can be part of the divorce.  That is, you can include in your divorce papers a 

request that your name be changed, and the judge can grant your request as part of the divorce. 

 

Is There Anything Special I Need To Do With The Army? 

 

 Yes.  Check out Army Regulation 600-8-104, Military Personnel Information Management/Records, 

Chapter 6, Section VIII.  It outlines Army procedure and documentation requirements (e.g., marriage certificate, 

naturalization certificate, court order) for changing an individual’s name in official Army records. 
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This information paper is one of a series of informative handouts containing general information on topics that 
legal assistance attorneys frequently advise on.  Information provided is general in nature and does not 
constitute legal advice.  Consult an attorney for specific legal advice for your particular situation.  This 
information paper is distributed to persons eligible for legal assistance under 10 USC 1044. 
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